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North - South




East - West
Monday Day 
Margot O’Brien & Marcia Barmby**

Diva Hatfield & Geraldine Foley

Night
Margaret & Joanne Brumby


Susan Moore & Christine Urdevics
Tuesday Day
Yvette Walsh & Pia Bengtsen**

Jane Morris & Ron Verrier

Night
Janet Reynolds & Peter Cork**

Kathryn Beggs & Martin Strong
Wednesday
Louise Leatham & Molly Goethals

Jude Adams & Lucy Zammit**
Friday

Steve Gapper & Richard Gilbert

Steve Curtis & Henry Josling**
Saturday
Particia Cox & Margaret Miller

Gerda & Eric Thurin
Hand of the week Saturday26 Nov Board 14 nil vul Dealer E
Sometimes drawing trumps is not the right thing to do
East passes and South has a decision to make. Technically they have an 8 playing-trick hand (5 hearts and 3 diamonds) but point-wise they are a “little” weak, so opening 2( is out. They have 10 HCP and a seven card suit so opening 2( is a consideration; however with a void and another long suit perhaps opening 1( is the best choice for finding a fit in diamonds if partner has no fit in hearts. Therefore 1( is the bid.
West also has a decision to make. With two suits (spades and diamonds) should they double to show 4 spades and 4 of a minor or bid 2( (Michael’s Cue Bid) to show 5 spades and ostensibly a 5-card minor? With only 7 HCP perhaps doubling is better.
With three Aces and a fit in partner’s suit North trots out Gerber, and on finding South has 1 Ace North confidently bids slam. 

Going back to West’s dilemma, if they had used Michael’s, perhaps over North’s Gerber if East had confidently bid 4( then just perhaps North-South may have not ended up is slam!
How the hand is played is most important. South has 4 losing diamonds. One can be discarded on the A( - and that leaves three losing diamonds. If trumps are drawn one can be trumped – and that leaves two losing diamonds and certain defeat. Therefore trumps should not be drawn at all and the hand should be played in a cross-ruff for all 13 tricks! The only way for declarer to be held to 12 tricks is for West to lead a trump initially!
Christmas Closure (SUPERVISED PLAY SESSIONS ONLY) Last session 16 December, recommence Monday 16 January. All Duplicate sessions: Monday daytime, Tuesday night, Friday afternoon and Saturday afternoon sessions will run as usual over the Christmas period.
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