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Newsletter for week ending 27 May 2012

Mon

Joan Ford-Evelyn Maher**

Judith Dahan-Ann Singer
Tue
Day
Beverley & Robert Begg

Margaret Pearson-Jane Morris

Night
Michelle Lasky-David Samuels
Bruce Headey-Peter Westaway**
Wed

Maggie Murray-Sandra Brown
Therese & Donald Best**
Fri

Joan Smurthwaite-Ann Perrott
Irene Purcell-Savina Bianchi
Sat

Margaret Joshua-Ian Mansell

Eve Tuck-Pamela Hart
Hand of the Week Saturday Board 19 E-W vul Dealer South
The Law of Total Tricks
This hand raised a great deal of controversy. Firstly, with 20 HCP what should West open? Personally I consider West’s hand too strong to open with 1(. I would have preferred West to open 2(, and over Partner’s 2( West could then bid 2( thereby showing their strength and their length. 
Over 1( I consider North’s bid pusillanimous. Maybe I am doing North an injustice because, after all, they do have an opening bid, but with those 7 Spades I would be jumping the bidding as high as I dared.
East’s hand is slightly underbid, after all they do have 4 trumps and 5 HCP and a void in North’s bid suit – therefore, using the Law of Total Tricks they should have bid 3(.
Now to South, who made the only bid that cannot be criticised. Using the Law of Total Tricks which states “in a contested auction bid to the level of your combined trump holding” South jumped to 4( and there the auction ended.
Interestingly, the best contract for East-West is 7(, but after West’s opening, it is hard to see how they could reach this contract.
The next Saturday Red Point Event will be on 30th June 2012 at 1.00 p.

The last round of the Tuesday Gold Point Pairs will be held on 29th May 2012 at 7.30 pm.  Table Fees for this night will be $12 members, $14 non-members.
Sandra and Ian
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