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Newsletter for week ending 27 July 2014
Mon

Sally Foster & Lesley Johnstone
Terry Morrison & Elizabeth Neesham**
Tue
Day
Betty & Tom Blom


Lesley Johnstone & Ronda Cross

Night
Matti Shub & Andrew Blecher
Helena Higginbottom & Peter Westaway**
Wed

Molly Goethals & Louise Leatham
Ruth Pocock & Tony Meade**

Fri

Mary Cliff & Cecile Senior

Pippa Thornton & Liz Jones**
Sat

Helen Kremer & Gordon Smyth**
Brian Hardy & Ann McKay
Hand of the week: Friday Board 24 nil vul Dealer W
Using the little grey cells
I am a great fan of Agatha Christie's Hercule Poirot. He takes the facts, considers them carefully, and always reach the right conclusion. It is a trait that should also be used in bridge.
I am not sure of the actual bidding at the table, but the facts are that West opened and South ended up in 4(.
The A( was the lead, followed by a small club to the King. East cashed the A( and then led a third club, ruffed by South.
South now plays a heart to dummy and then leads a spade from dummy. What spade South plays from dummy and what card South plays from their hand depends on whether you are Hercule Poirot or the hapless Chief Inspector Japp.
West has shown A( + Q(, the  only missing honour cards are the K( and the Q( + J(. That adds up to the 12 HCP West needs to open the bidding. The only way South can make  their 4( contract is if the K( is singleton, (and therefore East has 4 spades to the nine - so the correct lead from dummy is the 3() hence the A( is the correct card to be played from South's hand, and watch West's face as you drop their singleton king!

The next Red Point events will be Tuesday night 5th August at 7.30 pm; or Saturday 30th August at 1.00 pm.
Melbourne Bridge Congress Swiss Pairs (two sessions) Saturday 9th August. Swiss Teams Sunday 10th August. Entry forms are available at the club rooms or online.
Sandra plans to give a two-hour lesson on Defence and Signalling on Tuesday 29th July at 1.15 pm. This will be repeated on Thursday 31st at the same time, and again at 7.30 pm.  If interested please write your name the notice by the computer. Cost $25.00. 
Sandra and Ian
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