Melbourne Contract Bridge Centre

Has temporarily moved to new premises
MCC Bowls Club - Hawthorn
19 Swinburne Ave Hawthorn 3122
Tel: 9853 1449   ABN No: 88 791 813 415
website www.melbournebridge.com.au
Directors:   Ian Mansell   Sandra Mansell

Newsletter for week ending 26 May 2013
Mon

Rae Ball & Pat Besley
**

Mim Blomquist & Therese Best
Tue
Day
Betty & Tom Blom


Margaret Pearson & Jane Morris

Night
B Appleton & Charles Chang**
Mal Ramsey & John Enconniere

Wed

Leon Le Rossignol & Ian Mansell
Dianne Lane & Marion Collis
Fri

B Appleton & Helen Kremer**
Terry Morrison & Rita Cally
Sat

Belinda Pearson & G Rogerson
E Neesham & Geraldine Foley
Hand of the week: Board 7 All vul Dealer S
Reading the lead
After two passes North opens 1(; South shows their 5-card spade suit, and North repeats hearts to show that they have six. With a stoppers in each suit South raises hearts and North bids game. East leads the J(. Should Declarer cover with the K(?
One would “normally” expect the lead of the J( to be “top of a sequence”, ie from J10xx; but with the 10( in Dummy, alarm bells should ring, and Declarer should realise that the J( is a singleton, and that covering could lead to the contract being “one down”. Therefore, Declarer should duck the lead, win the switch, draw trumps, finesse the J(, and throw a losing diamond on the K(; then a small club towards the K( will ensure the contract.!
However, it is not only Declarer that should read the lead. The Defenders have this responsibility as well! West should come to the same conclusion, and as a result should overtake the J(, cash the A(, and play a  third diamond to be ruffed by partner. Three tricks and the A( means that the contract will be down one.
As Declarer would you have ducked the J(? As Defender would you have overtaken the J( and defeated the contract??
The next Saturday Red Point Event will be on 29th June 2013 at 1.00 pm.

The next Tuesday Red Point Event will be on 4th June 2013 at 7.30 pm.
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