Melbourne Contract Bridge Centre
30 Cotham Rd   Kew   3101

Tel: 9853 1449   ABN No: 41 337 880 817
website www.melbournebridge.com.au
Directors:   Ian Mansell   Sandra Mansell

Newsletter for week ending 22 March 2010

Mon

Paula Dams-Margaret Joshua

Rosey Hickson-Rae Ball**

Tues
Night
Andrew Mill-A Macready-Bryan
Peter Working-Bruce Headey**

Wed
Night
Janet Reynolds-Peter Cork**

Sheila Axelson=Chris Walker

Thurs 

Joan Smurthwaite=Ann Perrott**
Tony Meade-Paula Dams

Fri

Margot Mentiplay-Marilyn Hunter
Helen Usher=Prue Ferguson**

Sat

Barbara Smith-E Underwood

Vivienne Roche-Colin Campbell**

Hand of the Week Saturday Board 17 Nil vul Dealer North

Defence
Most Defenders led a small Club, which makes the contract of 6( easy: three trump tricks (plus two from trumping); two tricks in Clubs; one in Hearts; and at least four in Diamonds. Declarer can throw his small Diamond on the Ace of Clubs and, after drawing trumps, would then play King, Ace and ruff a the third Diamond if the Queen doesn’t fall.

However, as both North and South have bid and supported Spades, the lead of a small Spade makes life a lot more difficult for Declarer and they have to really work to get their 12 tricks. While you have “found” the Q( for Declarer, they could easily have done this for themselves and they now have to do the remainder of the Spadework: guessing the whereabouts of the Q(, A( and where the 12th trick is coming from.  They now have the same trump tricks (5 including trumping), 5 Diamonds if they play the finesse successfully and one club, and difficulty accessing entries to the dummy hand to gain the extra trick needed for the slam contract. After Declarer has drawn trumps they should finesse the Club. If it doesn’t work  then East has the difficult choice of what to return!

When both opponents support the trump suit, and you hold three small ones and nothing more positive to establish, a trump lead is usually the least helpful for declarer.

Duplicate over Easter we will be closed on Good Friday ONLY. All other sessions will operate as usual.  

The next Saturday Red Point Event is 27 March at 1.00 pm.

The next Tuesday Red Point Event is Tuesday 6 April at 7.30pm.
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