Melbourne Bridge Club
MCC Kew 397 Barkers Rd Kew 3101
Phone 9817 3936 ABN No: 88 791 813 415
website www.melbournebridge.com.au
Directors:   Ian Mansell   Sandra Mansell

Newsletter for week ending 20 July 2014
Mon

Janet Reynolds & Peter Cork
**
Elsa Hatfield & Jean Buttner
Tue
Day
Jan Merkel-Stol & Jude Adams
Julie Steele & Flora Dickson

Night
Janet Reynolds & Peter Cork
**
Rita Cally & Oliver Goodman
Wed

Ian Mansell & Mike Macrow

Eve Tuck & Leo Slattery**

Fri

Mary Cliff & Cecile Senior**

Patricia Cox & Heather Smith
Sat

Judith Wild & Nell Eddy**

Pat Besley & Terry Morrison
Hand of the week: Saturday Board 28 N-S vul Dealer W
Decisions, decisions!
After two passes it is up to East to decide whether or not to open. Although East holds only 10 HCP, firstly they have two nice 5-card suits and a void in spades, and secondly East can use the Law of 20 (add your HCP to the length of your two longest suits and if the total comes to 20 or more then open the bidding) to justify opening the bidding. Thirdly, after two passes and with only 10 HCP the majority of the points must lie in the South hand and therefore East should open the bidding in order to try to upset South.
South, being of sterner stuff, and with a gadget to show their two-suited hand, bids 2( (a Michael's Cue bid showing 5 spades and 5 cards in a minor). West should raise hearts, and North should show a spade fit by bidding 3(.
Now, what should East do? Most people would bid 4(, however a bid of 4( is more descriptive. If this is South's second suit then West will be short and will bid game in hearts. When South bids 4( should West now bid the making 5( (with the better fit); or. knowing of the double fit, bid the losing 5( on the grounds that 5( sc ores better than 5(? The answer is: it is far better being in the 5-5 fit rather than the 5-3 fit as being in the 5-5 fit has the possibility of two discards on the long hearts whereas if you are in the 5-3 fit there is no possibility of discards on the long diamonds!
Bridge Lessons will commence on Wednesday 23 July at 12.30 pm. These lessons will be repeated on Thursday nights at 7.30 pm commencing 24 July. Contact the clubrooms for further details. 

The next Red Point events will be Tuesday night 5th August at 7.30 pm; or Saturday 27th July at 1.00 pm.
Melbourne Bridge Congress Swiss Pairs (two sessions) Saturday 9th August. Swiss Teams Sunday 10th August. Entry forms are available at the club rooms or online.
Sandra plans to give a two-hour lesson on Defence and Signalling on Tuesday 29th July at 1.15 pm. Depending on numbers she will repeat the lesson on Thursday 31st at the same time, and again at 7.30 pm.  If interested please write your name the notice by the computer. Cost $25.00. 
Sandra and Ian
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