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Newsletter for week ending 20 December 2010

Mon

Elizabeth Neesham-Irene Purcell
Joan Smurthwaite-Savina Bianchi**

Tue
Day
Jane & Peter Morris


Colleane Mckay-Peter Brown-Greaves


Night
Jim & Wendy Pitt


Darcy Funnell-George Lovrecz**

Wed

J Waldie-L Buckle=K Gibson-D Hill
Sandra Mansell-Eric Gilmartin

Thu 

Elizabeth Neesham-Joan Ford
Hemlata & Mukund Shah
Fri

Savina Bianchi-Joan Ford

Colleen Lansbury-Brenda Ray**

Sat

Pam Boyd-Val Keyte**

Elizabeth Neesham-Geraldine Foley
Hand of the Week Monday Board 18 nil N-S Dealer East


Unblocking

Thinking about the defence of a hand is extremely important.

South opens 1(, and when Partner bids 1( South bids 1NT, and with 12 points North raises to game. 

West leads a small Spade to East’s Ace, and a small Spade is returned – won by South with the K(. West, not thinking about the hand, plays a small Spade under the King; and when South eventually broaches the Clubs West wins the Ace and cashes two top Spades. 3 No Trump made.

What went wrong? When the Q( falls under the A(, and East plays a small Spade to South’s K(, West should count the hand – 4 Spades in West’s Hand, 2 Spades in each of North and South, therefore East has 5 Spades. The highest Spade East has after the Ace is the nine, therefore West should play the J( under the K(, and when in with the A( the 10( followed by the 7( will put Partner on lead and the contract will therefore be defeated.

Interestingly, the 5-4 Diamond fit has been missed! There is a body of opinion that says that when you have a minor fit, 3NT will often score better that game in the minor. Unfortunately this is one of the times when conventional wisdom is incorrect as 5( makes where 3NT doesn’t.

Subscriptions for 2011: will remain at $50.00 for the year – reducible to $45.00 if paid by 31st December. Table Fees for 2011 will be unchanged at $10.00 for members and $12 for non-members.

Festive season closure: All Duplicate sessions will run as normal. We will, however, be closed on Saturday 25th December.

The next Saturday Red Point Event will be on 26th February 2011 at 1.00 pm.

The next Tuesday Red Point Event will be on 1st February 2011 at 7.30 pm.

Sandra and Ian
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