Melbourne Contract Bridge Centre

Has temporarily moved to new premises
MCC Bowls Club - Hawthorn
19 Swinburne Ave Hawthorn 3122
Tel: 9853 1449   ABN No: 88 791 813 415
website www.melbournebridge.com.au
Directors:   Ian Mansell   Sandra Mansell

Newsletter for week ending 19 May 2013
Mon

Maggie Kelly & Suzy Narita

Brenda Ray & Rita Browne**
Tue
Day
Beverley & Robert Begg

Patricia Lodge & Joan Rankin

Night
Jeff Pitt & Lester Steele**

David Hill & Peter Westaway
Wed

Betty & Tom Blom**


Eve Tuck & Ian Mansell
Fri

Alan York & Carlo Venturini

Prue Ferguson & Helen Usher**
Sat

Angela George & Suzy Narita**
Eve Tuck & Pamela Hart
Hand of the week: Board 21 N-S vul Dealer N
Intelligent bidding
I try to avoid slam hands, but this one just stands out!

North passes, and East opens 1(. South jumps in spades and  the spotlight turns on West. I consider West to be too strong for a simple raise to 4(. After all they have first round control in spades and diamonds, and second and third round control in clubs. If partner has A( and A(then Grand Slam is a possibility – so West should trot out Gerber instead of bidding 4(.

North should use the Law of Total Tricks to bid 4(, and the spotlight turns to East. Question 1: how do you interpret West’s use of Gerber? Question 2: Are you willing to show one Ace, and if so how do you do that?
Suppose East bids 5(, it should be easy for West to raise to Slam. Suppose East passes, I still consider that West should bid Slam because where are partner’s 12 HCP? Surely none in spades, AKQ in hearts adds to 9 HCP so partner has either the A( or the QJ( and potentially there is only a club loser. Interestingly, 4( makes. On Saturday, most pairs were in Spades, and only two pairs were in 5(.
Next Saturday Red Point Event will be on 26th May 2013 at 1.00 pm.

The next Tuesday Red Point Event will be on 4th June 2013 at 7.30 pm.

Sandra and Ian
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