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North - South




East - West
Monday Day 
Janet Reynolds & Peter Cork


Brenda Ray & Rita Browne**

Night
Seng Tan & Des Fielding



Elly Papas & Maria King

Tuesday Day
Margot O’Brien & Mim Blomquist**

Helen Spargo & Mary Smith

Night
Janet Reynolds & Peter Cork


Jocelyn Russell & Margaret O’Bryan
Wednesday
Helen Prohasky & Jennifer Jones

Ruth Pocock & Tony Meade**
Friday

David Travis & Tony Meade


Brenda Appleton & Helen Kremer**
Saturday
Elizabeth Neesham & Geraldine Foley**
Hand of the week Friday 17 Feb Board 18 N-S vul Dealer E
Squeeze without the count
I rarely use a slam hand as an example in my newsletters because at the Melbourne Bridge Club people do not often bid slams. With this board on Friday, nobody bid the slam! However, bidding the slam is not the problem, the problem is how to take all 13 tricks!

East almost has an opening 2( bid (8 playing tricks), but elects to open 1(. South has enough points and enough length to overcall 1(.
West has a dilemma: should they bid 2NT with 11 HCP and a spade stop (but no club stop), or double to show 4 hearts (and what if partner bids clubs)? Pass is a viable alternative (especially if partner is likely to reopen with a double)!
North passes and East jumps to 3(. South passes and now West bids 3NT. With a void in spades, East doesn’t like 3NT so jumps to 5(! With the undisclosed K( West should raise to slam.
With 9 diamonds between the two hands Declarer would possibly consider a cross-ruff, but entries to dummy are insufficient and what if one player holds three diamonds to the jack?

Therefore, Declarer should consider a squeeze for the 13th trick. Ruff the A( lead, play A( and ruff a club. Cash K( and ruff a spade back to hand. Now play 4 rounds of diamonds keeping (AJ95 in Dummy and (K6 and (K10 in hand. On the last diamond North is squeezed and must come down to (Q10 and (J9. Declarer now plays the K( and if the J( doesn’t fall playing the K( and a heart to the A( will see the Q( fall and the J( becomes the 13th trick!
The next Red point events will be held on Tuesday 7th March at 7.30 pm and Saturday 25th February at 1.00 pm. All welcome!

Subscriptions and table fees for 2017 will remain at $50 and $12 respectively. Subscriptions are not due until 31 March. Cash payment and cheque payment (Made out to MCC Kew Sports Club) may be made at any time. If you wish to pay by Direct debit or by Credit Card please wait for further advice.
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