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North - South



 East - West

Mon

Sally Foster & Lesley Johnstone
Barbara Edwards & Dorothy Sellers**
Tuesday
Jenny Goodey & Jude Adams

Mike Macrow & Ian Mansell

Night
Peter Cork & Janet Reynolds

Matti Shub & Andrew Blecher**
Wed

Eve Tuck & Chris Lamb

Lucy Zammit & Norma Buntine**
Fri

David Travis & Tony Meade

Colleen Lansbury & Brenda Ray**
Sat

Lenora Clarke & Val Keyte

Elizabeth Neesham & Geraldine Foley
Hand of the week: Saturda16 May Board 23 All vul Dealer S
How to play an automatic squeeze
You are sitting East and pick up this 19 HCP hand. You are contemplating whether or not you should open opening 2( (you shouldn’t as you a) haven’t enough points, and b) you have only a 7 trick hand), when you notice that partner has opened the bidding. Now your thoughts turn to slam – 6( (the safe contract) or 6NT (the better scoring), so you trot out Gerber and discover that partner has two aces and one king. There is a king missing – do you choose 6( or 6NT?
Of course you choose 6NT (you are greedy after all) and receive the J( lead. From your knowledge of bridge this seems to indicate that the K( is with North. You can count 6 spade tricks, 1 heart trick, 2 diamond tricks and 2 club tricks – total 11 tricks and one short of your contract.

If you have read any bridge books you would know that when you have only 11 tricks the best thing to do is to duck the first trick and hope for a squeeze to eventuate.

You duck the first trick, win the continuation, win the A( and K( and then play 5 rounds of spades watching North squirm as they have to discard (and keep the top heart and the top diamond. Now a club to the Ace, and when you play a small club back to hand up pops the queen and you make your contract! The lesson to be learnt from this is that when you can see 11 tricks and need 12, it is often best to duck the first trick.
The next Red Point events will be Tuesday night 2nd June at 7.30 pm, or Saturday 30th May at 1.00 pm.
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