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Newsletter for week ending 17 July 2011

Mon

C Gelerman-Savina Bianchi**
Huntly Higgins-Geof Bruckard

Tue
Day
Helen & Dennis Allen


Judith Kinnear-Dawn Gill


Night
Andrew Blecher-Peter Karol

Mal Ramsey-John Enconniere**

Wed

Kate Gibson-David Hill

Clare Carberry-Leonie Carberry**

Thu 

Elsa Hatfield-Dot Cassidy
Fri

Merryl Howell-Joan Ford**

Colleen Lansbury-Brenda Ray

Sat

Jon Bittner-Marieke Quant

Elizabeth Neesham-Geraldine Foley

Two hands from Saturday with a similar theme: The Law of Total Tricks

Board 25 E-W vul North deals
The first hand illustrates two facets of the modern style of bidding. The first is known as the Rule of 20 which says that you should  take your High Card Points and add them to the number of cards in your two longest suits and if the total is more than 20 then you should open the bidding.

North, with 11 HCP and two 5-card suits should therefore open 1(. East Passes, and with 6 HCP and a Spade fit South’s normal bid would be 2(. West would then Double and E-W would subsequently find their Heart fit. When both sides diagnose that the HCP are divided approximately equally, the bidding should subside below game.   

On the other hand, the Law of Total tricks recommends that you bid to the level of your trump fit irrespective of the number of points you hold. Hence the 4( bid by South. Despite the paucity of points 4( makes!

Board 13 All vul North deals

East opens 1(. South Passes and West should jump to 4( using the Law of Total Tricks. This is likely to be one down, whereas if West passes North-South will find their Spade fit and might even reach the making 4(.   

The next Saturday Red Point Event will be on 30th July at 1.00 pm.

The next Tuesday Red Point Event will be on 02nd August at 7.30 pm.
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