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Newsletter for week ending 17 August 2014
Mon

Sally Foster & Lesley Johnstone**
Alan Johnston & Tony Joske
Tue
Day
Beverley & Robert Begg

Ronda Cross & Lesley Johnstone

Night
Janet Reynolds & Peter Cork**
Matti Shub & Andrew Blecher
Wed

Betty & Tom Blom**


Suzie Macfarlane & Julie Pincombe

Fri

Sally Foster & Lesley Johnstone
Henry Josling & Stephen Curtis**
Sat

Angela George & E Neesham**
Hand of the week: Saturday Board 10 all vul Dealer E
That which is blindingly obvious
After two passes West has a decision to make. They have 16 HCP, a balanced hand, and therefore they should open 1NT.
There is one fact mitigating against opening 1NT, and that is the fact that the West hand contains both majors. If West opens 1( and partner responds with a major, you have found your fit; on the other hand, if you open 1NT and partner has only 7 HCP then partner won't bid and your fit will be missed!

So, on balance, if you have sufficient points to open 1NT, and your hand contains both majors, then tactically it is better to open 1 of a minor and then jump to show your points.
West therefore opens 1(, and East responds 1(. Now, ordinarily, if East has both diamonds and a major, East should respond with the major in preference to responding with diamonds. Thus, when East responds 1(, West knows that East doesn't have a major suit; and thus, rather than West now bidding 1(, West should jump to 2NT, which is raised to 3NT by East.
The next Red Point events will be Tuesday night 2nd September at 7.30 pm; or Saturday 30th August at 1.00 pm.
Ian will be offering a session on Play of the Cards - Advanced on Tuesday 23 September at 1.30 pm. This will be repeated on Thursday 25 September at 10.00 am and at 7.30 pm. This session is different to the sessions offered previously, and doesn't require you to have attended any of the previous sessions. The session will last 2 hours and will cost $25.00. If interested please sign up on one of the notices by the computer.
Sandra and Ian
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