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North - South




East - West

Mon

Sally Foster & Lesley Johnstone**

Terry Morrison & Elizabeth Neesham
Tuesday
Brenda Glynn & Lynne Dorgan

Maria Robson & Jan Tuckwell

Night
Christine Paine & Mark Edwards**

Marilyn Hunter & Heather Smith

Wed

Helen Schapper & Michael Bugler**

Nola White & Louise Leatham
Fri

Joan Smurthwaite & Ann Perrot

Colleen Lansbury & Brenda Ray**
Sat

Diva Hatfield & Angela George


Helen Kremer & Gordon Smyth
Hand of the week: Saturday 15 Aug Board 29 All vul Dealer N
Decisions, decisions
Sometimes there is a hand that defies all the odds. What should North open? They have a five-card spade suit, should they open 1(? With 20 HCP perhaps2NT would be better (apart from that pesky singleton K()? So 1( is the “best” opening bid!
East passes. South has only 5 HCP, and therefore really shouldn’t bid; however, they do have a three-card fit with partner and therefore can add their shortage point in hearts to the 5 HCP to get a total of 6 TP, and therefore a raise to 2( is warranted. When North jumps to 4( South is likely to be a little worried about raising partner, but the play of the hand is what counts.

What should East lead? A diamond is most certainly wrong. A trump is out (although with three spades to the king it is probably the best lead – giving away nothing). So it is either a heart or a club. Although the heart looks disastrous for the defence as it finds the Q( for declarer, declarer is now likely to miss-play the hand by not cashing the K( and then trumping a winning heart in order to enter dummy in order to throw a losing diamond on the A(! Declarer should count 4 spade tricks, four heart tricks, and a club trick, which equals nine tricks, they need one more and this can only come from the A(. How to get to dummy is the problem that needs solving.
The next Red Point events will be Tuesday night 1st September at 7.30 pm, or Saturday 29th August at 1.00 pm.
Sandra and Ian
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