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Directors:   Ian Mansell   Sandra Mansell

Newsletter week ending 14 October 2007

Sun

Judith Dahan-Anne Singer

Mon

Margaret Joshua-Paula Dams**
Savina Bianchi-Joan Smurthwaite

Tues 

Karen Hill-George Lovrecz

Eve Tuck-Jo Heywood**

Wed
Day
Pauls Dams-Sue Freadman

Night
Max Shub-Ian Mansell

Ruth Pocock-Tony Meade**

Thurs 

Helen Litton-George Rogerson
Wing Law-Victor Hansom

Fri
Red
Savina Bianchi-Joan Ford**

Helen Usher-Prue Ferguson


Blue
Peg Smith-Wendy Brown

Pip Thornton-Liz Jones**

Sat

Val Keyte-Fay Wilson**

Hand of the Week Saturday Board 24 Nil vul Dealer West

Bidding slam is one of the factors we should consider when we have an opening hand facing a jump by opener.
West opens the bidding with 1H, and over partner’s response of 1S, she jumps to show her fit and her 16+ points.
On a simple counting of the tricks, 5 hearts plus 5 spades plus two Aces, East can add to 12, and therefore should consider bidding the slam. Of course, there are a few barriers to the slam making – such as missing an ace-king in a suit, so East should trot out either Gerber or Blackwood, and when opener shows both aces East can quite confidently bid the slam.

What happens if North’s two kings are in the majors, rather than in the minors? Then the contract is likely to fail. How can you find out about partner’s kings? – by playing “key card” ace ask – where the king of trumps is considered to be the “fifth” ace. Therefore in response to 4C, West would bid 4NT (three aces) and East would know that partner also had the King of Spades, and bidding the slam should be automatic. Only Fay Wilson and Val Keyte ended in slam!

The next Red Point Event: Saturday 26th October at 1pm.

Cup Day Tuesday 6th November – we will be holding the usual celebration. In order to assist with catering, please put your name on one of the notices, around the clubroom. This will be a red point event.
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