Melbourne Bridge Club
MCC Kew 397 Barkers Rd Kew 3101
Phone 9817 3936 ABN No: 88 791 813 415
website www.melbournebridge.com.au
Directors:   Ian Mansell   Sandra Mansell

Newsletter for week ending 11 May 2014
Mon

Maggie Kelly & Suzy Narita

Brenda Ray & Rita Browne**
Tue
Day
Helen & Denis Allen


Sandra Mansell & Joy Mantello

Night
Janet Reynolds & Peter Cork

Dan Taggert & Henry Gasko**
Wed

Mike Macrow & David Hill

Ruth Pocock & Tony Meade**
Fri

Helen Jennings & Nancy Borrie
Terry Morrison & Rita Cally**
Sat

Helen Kremer & Gordon Smyth**
Diva Hatfield & Richard Gilbert
Hand of the week: Saturday Board 24 nil vul Dealer W
On having a fit
West opens 1(. North passes and East faces a quandary.

East has 13 HCP (enough for game!) and a 10-card diamond fit with partner - should they go straight to game in diamonds or should they ask for aces first (with the possibility of reaching slam)?
In actual fact, before East chooses either option they should take a close look at their hand. They have a tenace K-J in clubs and another A-Q in spades and a lead through either suit could be disastrous if in diamonds. Far better if the lead came up to their hand. 
Hearts are a worry, but partner should have 12 HCP (and hopefully a heart stopper) so 3NT is by far the better bid. - If the opponents have a heart fit hopefully it will be 4 - 4 rather than 5-3. And also, if 5( makes (for 400) there is the possibility of overtricks in no trumps (for a higher score!)

On Saturday one lucky declarer in 3NT received a spade lead and scored 490! Interestingly all declarers in 5( went down - the contract should make if you eliminate the clubs and hearts and disdain the spade finesse by running the 9( and ducking in dummy. South wins and has to either give a ruff and slough or return spades into the A- Q.
Moral: if 3NT is a possible response then bid it!
The next Red Point events will be Tuesday night 3rd June at 7.30 pm; or Saturday 24th May at 1.00 pm.
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