Melbourne Bridge Club
MCC Kew 397 Barkers Rd Kew 3101
Phone 9817 3936 ABN No: 88 791 813 415
website www.melbournebridge.com.au
Directors:   Ian Mansell   Sandra Mansell

Newsletter for week ending 11 January 2015



North - South



East - West

Mon

Tom Blom & Carlo Venturini

Deidre Kerr & Savina Bianchi**
Tue
Day
No Bridge

Night
Anne & David Billinghurst**

Robin Tuttleby & Peter Westaway
Wed

No Bridge
Fri

Barbara Benson & Jill Tremonti**
Gail Jenkins & Julie Colman
Sat

Angela George & Suzy Narita

Christine Kelly & Margaret O’Bryan**
Hand of the week: Saturday 10 Jan Board 25 E-W vul Dealer N
Boldness be my friend
Although North has only 17 HCP, they do have an 8-playing trick hand (1 spade, 6 hearts, 1 club) and therefore they should open with a strong 2(. Of course, the problem with a 2(. opening is that if the opponents come into the bidding, sometimes it is impossible to find one’s fit - and so it was in this case.
With an 8-card suit (and NOT an 8-playing trick hand) I advocate an immediate bid at game level. Here, East has 5 HCP, an 8-card spade suit (hence the opponents probably have a heart fit) so a jump to 4( could be beneficial. The only problem being that you are vulnerable whilst your opponents are not vulnerable – so being two down doubled is a huge risk
After South doubles what does North do? Is this a penalty double or a take-out double? If North passes can South find the diamond lead that will result in Declarer being two down for + 500. If North bids 5( can East-West engineer a club ruff for one down? The results on Saturday were interesting: two Easts were in 4(x for +200; two Norths were in 5( making +450; and two East-Wests got their defence right!
Bridge Lessons will commence on Wednesday 04 February at 12.30 pm. These lessons will be repeated on Thursday night at 7.30 pm commencing 05 February. Please contact the club for further details
Sandra and Ian
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