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Newsletter for week ending 08 June 2014
Mon

Sally Foster & Lesley Johnstone**
June Mackey & Toni Slonim
Tue
Day
Rita Jenkins & Bill Jamieson

Margaret Pearson & Jane Morris

Night
Karen Hill & John Waldie

Ian Mansell & Richard Lapthorne
Wed

Pat McCabe & Mary Buchanan
Jude Adams & Richard Gilbert**
Fri

Margot O’Brien & Marcia Barmby
Gail Jenkins & Julie Colman**
Sat

Diva Hatfield & Richard Gilbert**
Hand of the week: Saturday Board 18 N-S vul Dealer E
When you have shortages in both hands consider a cross-ruff
The first question is what should East do? With both majors and 10 HCP opening the bidding doesn’t look very inviting – but there is that diamond void! Suppose East opens 1(. South doubles, West raises clubs and North shows their diamond fit, and there the bidding should end.

If East passes, South should open 1(, West should pass and North will respond 1NT. South should then show their 4-card diamond suit, which North raises.
West leads the K(, won in dummy with the A(. With shortages in spades in dummy and shortages in clubs in Declarer’s hand, Declarer should attempt to cross ruff clubs and diamonds. At some stage Declarer must take the heart finesse, and provided East covers the second round of hearts and not the first round there are insufficient entries to Dummy in order to ruff the fourth club – 10 tricks!
The “normal” defence to a cross-ruff is to lead trumps at every opportunity. Interestingly, if West starts with the A( and a second diamond, Declarer can still end up with 10 tricks!
Declarer can still prevail if they win the A( and then attempt to draw trumps provided they play only one round of trumps and when they discover the bad break they then attempt to cross-ruff the hand.

The next Red Point events will be Tuesday night 1st July at 7.30 pm; or Saturday 28th June at 1.00 pm.
Sandra and Ian
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