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Newsletter for week ending 07 June 2009

Mon

Joan Doyle-Elizabeth Neesham
Huntly Higgins-Geoff Bruckard**
Tues

Barbara Wilding-Paula Dams

Dan Taggert-Henry Gasko
Wed
Day
Sue Freadman-Paula Dams

Night
Sandra Mansell-David Hill

Tony Meade-Ruth Pocock
Thurs 

Joan Smurthwaite-Ann Perrott
Susie Jameson-Janet Reynolds**
Fri

Margaret Joshua-Helen Jennings**
Regina and Terry Clair
Sat

Shirley De Winter-Rosette Wittner
Delia Maureira-Tom Thurairatnam**
Hand of the Week Wednesday Night Board 18 N-S vul Dealer East
This hand raises a number of interesting questions.

· With 4 Spades and 12 points what should South do over East’s opening bid of 1(?
· With a fit for partner’s Diamonds, and only 5 HCP, how should West respond to Partner’s 1( opening? Should West count 5 points for the void and show her 5 card Spade suit or should they raise Partner’s Diamonds and, if so,  to what level?

· If West passes, is 1( an adequate bid from North?
· Against 4( what should East lead?

At one table East made the “natural” lead of A(, ruffed by North. The nine of trumps was lead, won by East who played a second Diamond (ruffed by North). North then played out all his trumps thereby squeezing West. A small Spade was ducked in Dummy and North raked up 11 tricks.

If a Diamond was NOT a suitable lead, the choice is between a Spade and a Club. A spade gives declarer difficulties but Declarer can still prevail as in the endgame when Declarer puts East in with the K(, East has nothing but Diamonds to lead thereby giving Declarer their 10th trick. At one table the K( was lead, and when Declarer played Hearts East-West took the next 4 tricks to defeat the contract. Would you have found that lead? As Declarer, you can still make your contract if you duck the K( ( remember the saying “beware of Greek gifts”).
Gold Point Pairs. We are holding a three session Gold Point Paris event on Tuesday nights 2 16 30 June. No pre-booking is necessary, and you do not need to play all three nights in order to receive Gold Points. The only restriction on eligibility for Gold Points is that no member of a partnership may have more than 300 masterpoints. Table fees for the event will be $10 (members), $12 (non-members). 
The next Saturday Red Point Event is 27 June at 1.00 pm.
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