Melbourne Bridge Club
MCC Kew 397 Barkers Rd Kew 3101
Phone 9817 3936 ABN No: 88 791 813 415
website www.melbournebridge.com.au
Directors:   Ian Mansell   Sandra Mansell

Newsletter for week ending 06 April 2014
Mon

Sally Forster & Lesley Johnstone**
Merryl Howell & Ian Mansell
Tue
Day
Jan Merkel-Stol & Jude Adams
Margaret Shilton & Diane Forster

Night
Helen Pearce & Darcy Funnell
Henry Gasko & Dan Taggert**
Wed

Louise Buckle & John Waldie
Jude Adams & Richard Gilbert
Fri

Mim Blomquist & Rex Fox

Ronella Stuart & Heather Smith
Sat

Angela George & Suzy Narita
Eve Tuck & Pamela Hart
Hand of the week: Saturday Board 01 nil vul Dealer N
Two conventions for the price of one
After two passes South opens 1(. West passes, and North (with only 5 HCP) also has to pass. Despite having only 7 HCP, East has 5 - 5 in the minors and therefore can employ the Unusual No Trump. Generally speaking, if an opponent overcalls 1 NT they are showing a genuine 1 NT opening (15 - 17 HCP) with at least one stopper in the opponent's suit. East has already passed and therefore doesn't have a genuine 1 NT overcall. Instead, what East does have is 5 - 5 in the minors, and therefore can bid 2 NT which is a convention (known as the Unusual No Trump) to show this distribution.
South now bids 3(. Bidding a suit partner has denied having (even though North passed) is known as a Reverse Bid and shows opener has at least 16 HCP. 
With 11 HCP West should bid 4(, and when North bids 4(, West has enough points to try 5( as a sacrifice against the making 4(.
Easter Closure: there will be no bridge Good Friday 18th April.

Anzac Day: Friday 25th April. The morning Supervised Play is cancelled. the afternoon Duplicate will run as usual. 
Play of the Cards - Intermediate Tuesday 15th April 1.30pm, repeated Thursday night 1st May at 7.30 pm, and again on Saturday 3rd May at 10.00 am. The lesson will last for approximately 2 hours and will cost $20.00. If interested, please write your name on one of the posters around the room. Please note that this is a repeat of the Intermediate lesson held last year. A similar lessons for less experienced players and one for more experienced players will be scheduled later in the year. 
The next Red Point events will be Tuesday night 5th May at 7.30 pm; or Saturday 26th April at 1.00 pm.
Sandra and Ian
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